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mals. Varieties of plumage and form in birds have
their analogies in the shape, colour, and disposition of
the scales of fishes. The fins of a fish are arranged
like the feathers in its analogous bird. If we attend
to the flight of birds we shall discover a likeness to
the mode in which the corresponding fishes swim in
the water. The same analogies De Maillet finds be-
tween land animals and sea animals. When the
waters left the land the marine animals had no alterna-
tive but to become land animals; and should the ocean
again overflow the world, what could they do but again
betake themselves to the sea ? In the struggle for life
many would, doubtless, perish; but some would eat
the herb of Glaucus, and when used to the new ele-
ment, would find a congenial home with their ancient
marine relatives, the children of Nercus and Doris.
De Maillet wanted but one link to connect the marine
half of creation with that on dry land. This link
was a se^-man. There were ^<?r-maids, doubtless;
but the mer-men were not so plentiful. Such beings,
however, had been seen. There was one caught in
Holland, one at Exeter, and one in the twelfth century
on the coast of Suffolk. The last gentleman was taken
to Cambridge; but one day, when walking in St.
Peter's quadrangle, he eluded his keeper, plunged
into the Cam, and never again appeared. In the last
century about sixty of these sea-men surrounded an
English whaler near Greenland. Each of them rowed
a little boat. "When they saw the sailors in the ship
they went under the sea, boats and all, except one
poor fellow who broke his oar. He was caught, but
djfed soon after. His boat and fishing tackle were